The Bossou chimpanzees were first described by French and Dutch scientists 4, 5 . Since 1976, Japanese scientists and then an international team (KUPRI-International) have been studying the chimpanzees at Bossou 6, 9 . The community is at present In addition to the planted trees, we counted the total number of trees taller than 30 cm to find another 386 trees and saplings that had not been planted by us.
These trees had grown naturally in the plot: The seeds were most likely brought by the wind, animals, and/or birds. In total, after 8 years, there were 448 trees and saplings present in this plot. This means that 86.2% of the trees and saplings had resulted from a natural regeneration process during this period. Among the naturally grown trees and saplings, we identified 30 species, a high diversity of tree species in such a small surface area. Among them, the following three species
were dominant: Harungana madagascariensis (n=55), Nauclea latifolia (n=55), Dychrostachys glomerata (n=40). These species are pioneer tree species.
Since our initial efforts 8 years ago, we can make the following three conclusions. First, some forest tree species, such as Uapaca heudelotii, and Parkia bicolor, can survive well when planted in the savanna. This evaluation of the Petit Jardin project has helped us select those tree species for future transplantation that both provide food for the chimpanzees and can thrive in the savanna. Second, we noted a significant natural regeneration process in our pilot savanna plot, which suggests that protecting the area from browsing animals and preventing bush fires can by themselves generate a greater diversity and density of tree species than transplanting nursery grown trees alone (We had the bush fires at least three times in the past 10 years, and the last one in February 2007 gave the serious damage on the corridor as a whole). These supplementary activities are therefore crucial for the success of reforestation programs in savanna areas. Third, we found that we can transform the savanna into forest through a reforestation program.
Based on our initial attempt in the Petit Jardin, we estimate that in 8 years, we can grow trees reaching close to 10m in height using our method of growing trees in a nursery and transplanting the young trees to the savanna.
